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Hello, dear colleagues! 
My name is Andrey Kokosh. I’m an English teacher in lyceum №1 in Kungur. Today I’m not going to teach you how to teach your students English or speak a lot about scientific methods of teaching. I just want to tell and show you what I sometimes do to improve my students’ speaking skills. It’s a kind of sharing experience. I realize that all of you are good professionals. So don’t be very strict to me. Besides, I should confess I am not perfect at English, therefore, don’t pay attention to mistakes I do while I’m speaking. Aagh, have you noticed the mistake in my previous sentence? If no, that’s O.K. But if  yes (the wrong word – instead of “do mistakes”, I should have used make mistakes), I am asking you again, take it easy. 

O.K. Now, serious. All of us would like our students to speak as fluent English as possible, because our dominant aim is to teach students to communicate in English, to make them capable of supporting the communicative process of interaction with those who speak English. Very often students are afraid of speaking English, sometimes because of the fear to make a mistake, and, as a result, to get a bad mark or be laughed at by peers, sometimes because they can’t do it. But, more often, students don’t want to speak English. Many of them don’t see the reason why they must do it. 

So, motivation is the main problem. (Motivation, motivation, motivation! Have I mentioned motivation?)  How to provoke motivation to learning English? How to make students get interested in the subject? Of course, different creative, extraordinary elements or activities help us cope with the problem. By the way, such kinds of activities don’t have to be regular at classes, as, when they are, they become uninteresting.

One of such activities is inviting a guest to the lesson, an English-speaking guest. Last year I invited two my students who had spent a year in the USA on the exchange program “FLEX”, so they could speak brilliant American English for class 7. It was an after school meeting. I just helped with guiding the conversation. 

Next time it was my cousin’s husband who is a Dutchman but speaks mostly English. Before coming I had asked him to get my students involved in the discussion on a definite topic (healthy way of life). He made his best to make them forget about the lesson, marks, and even the teacher, but what is more important, they weren’t  afraid of speaking, nobody corrected them, they felt freedom, wish in communicating, using English. 
Sometimes, when I don’t have anybody to invite, or there is no time to arrange such a meeting, I turn into a foreigner myself. Now, imagine, you are students of class 8 or 9 or 10 and you are studying the topic “What is a teenager?” 

· Hello, I’m Fred Stuart. I’m from Britain, from England. I’m a businessman, a shop-owner. While travelling from China to Norway through Russia, I was pleased to accept your teacher’s invitation to visit his school and have a talk to you. Your teacher and I have been friends since his first visit to Britain in 2004. Now, I’m here, in Russia for the first time. After visiting China, Russia seems a great deal more surprising, unpredictable and attractive. Speaking about the weather, how can you put up with such extremes, heat in summer and frosts in winter?  And why do you have snow in spring? It’s terrible. What is more, Russian is difficult. What I really liked about Russia is people. You are very kind, generous, easy - going. Are you of the same kind?  I should say that the British are a bit different. We are more reserved, selfish. Well, I have got two sons of about your age. They are not very friendly, even with each other. They don’t like hanging out with friends. They study hard to get “A”s in the college. What about Russian teenagers? What are they like? Can you tell me? (What values have you got in life? What is the most difficult thing for you in your age? Which traits of character would like to process that you don’t have now? What do you want to become in the future? What are you ready for to achieve your goal?) 
· Thank you for your replies. It was nice to listen to you. There are several minutes left before I have to leave, so if you have got any questions about my life, Great Britain, you’re welcome. 
After such a discussion, when some good ideas can come to students’  minds  and they are aware of the material, their home task could be writing an essay on the same or similar topic.
